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PROCEEDINGS 



OF THE 



MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



NOVEMBER MEETING, 1882. 

THE regular monthly meeting of the Society was held at 
the rooms in Tremont Street, Boston, on Thursday, the 
9th instant, at 3 o'clock p.m. In the continued absence in 
Europe of the President, the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, 
the chair was taken by the senior Vice-President, Dr. George 
E. Ellis. 

The Recording Secretary read the record of the preceding 
meeting, and it was accepted. 

The Librarian presented the monthly list of donors to the 
Library. 

The Cabinet-keeper reported that the Winslow deposit of 
portraits and other articles had been surrendered to Mr. Isaac 
Winslow, of Hingham, in accordance with the vote passed at 
the last meeting. He had, by the authority of the Council, 
caused an excellent copy of the portrait of Governor Edward 
Winslow to be made by Mr. Edgar Parker for the Society's 
Cabinet. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a letter from Professor 
James Bryce accepting his election as a Corresponding Mem- 
ber. 

Dr. Samuel A. Green communicated the following copies 
of papers belonging to the Overseers of the Poor of the City 
of Boston. They are here printed with the spelling modified 
to conform with modern usage : — 

Award in the case of Gibbons and Bendal. 

Whereas there is certain difference concerning a warehouse, and 
wharfage and other accounts, betwixt Major General Gibbons and 
Edward Bendal, which is referred to the award of William Hibbins, 
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Esq., and Edward Hutchinson, and have bound themselves, each to 
other, in one hundred pounds sterling to stand to their award ; we 
having heard the same, do award as followeth: — 

Imp'. That the warehouse, by the not payment of the first £10, is 
forfeit into the Major General's hands, and therefore we award that 
he shall peaceably, without molestation, enjoy the same. 

2. That for the door into the cellar upon the west side of the house 
in the lane betwixt Josh. Scotto's yard and" the warehouse, shall be 
taken away, and the ground where the stairs goes down to be filled up 
and made firm at the charge of [the] Major General, to give free 
passage to the wharf. 

3. That Major General hath liberty of landing goods free of wharf- 
age only against the end of his warehouse, where he maintains the 
wharf, and if he lands any goods in any other place of the wharf, he 
is to pay wharfage. 

4. That Major General is not to keep any vessels in the dock with- 
out paying for the dockage, though against his own wharf, any longer 
than for convenient time for landing of his goods out of the same 
vessels. 

5. That Major General Gibbons hath not liberty to let his goods lie 
upon that ground against the end of his warehouse any longer than 24 
hours at most after landing, but to keep it free for a passage, and for 
any other to land goods on when he is not landing. Ed. Bendall, or 
those appointed to take the wharfage, is to take wharfage there as well 
as in any other place of the wharf upon all men but Major General 
Gibbons. 

6. For the accounts, we find Major General Gibbons in debt to Ed. 
Bendal,by his own acknowledgment, £7 1*. 8i,d., besides the wine from 
the Dutchman, which we find to be 58 ton, with the cumbering the 
wharf, and the empty cask, 40/8 ; besides, we find divers other things, 
for which we judge due to Ed. Bendal the sum of £3 3s. 4d., for that 
in all we award the Major General to pay Ed. Bendal, the sum of 
£12 5s. 0d., and to perform all the other covenants as is above speci- 
fied. In witness of this our award, we have set to our hands this 10, 
9th month, 1649. 

William Hibbins. 
Ed. Hutchinson, Jr. 



Sarah Browne hound apprentice. 

Suffolk ss. 

Sfhtsf ^nbentnre roitttejiiscth that Thomas Walker, Bozoun Allen, 
James Hill, John Marion, Sr., Obadiah Gill, Timothy Thornton, 
Ephraim Savage, Samuel Checkley, and Nathan! Williams, Select- 
men for the time being of the town of Boston, in New England, 
by and with the consent and approbation of Jeremiah Dummer and 
Edward Bromfield, Esqs., two of their Majesties' justices of the 
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peace for the county of Suffolk aforesaid, ^ane put and bound forth 
Sarah Browne, daughter of Sarah Browne, late of Boston aforesaid, 
deceased (a poor child of the town of Boston aforesaid), apprentice 
unto Timothy Winter, of Mendham,* in New England aforesaid, hus- 
bandman, and with him, his executors, administrators (or assigns), 
after the manner of an apprentice, to dwell and serve from the fifth 
day of January, one thousand six hundred ninety-three, or four, unto 
the full end and term of nine years from thence next ensuing, and 
fully to be complete and ended. During which said term with him 
the said master, his executors, administrators (or assigns), faithfully 
and obediently to serve in all lawful business and employment, and in 
all things to behave herself honestly and orderly towards her said mas- 
ter, his executors, administrators (or assigns), during all this term. 
$lnu the said Timothy Winter, for himself, his executors, administra- 
tors, and assigns, doth hereby covenant, promise, grant, and agree to 
and with the aforenamed Selectmen for the time being and their suc- 
cessors in the same place and office, That he, the said Timothy Winter, 
his executors, administrators, or assigns shall and will teach, or cause 
the said apprentice to be taught to read, spin, knit, sew, and other 
housewifery by the best ways he or they can. JUtu also to find, pro- 
vide for, and allow unto the said apprentice good and sufficient meat, 
drink, apparel, washing, lodging, and all other necessaries, both in 
sickness and in health during the said term. JUltl at the end and 
expiration thereof to give and deliver, or cause to be delivered, unto 
the said apprentice two good suits of apparel for all parts of her body, 
suitable for such an apprentice. Ire Cestimortr) tohewof, the said 
parties to these presents have hereunto interchangeably set their hands 
and seals the eighth day of January, Anno Domini one thousand six 
hundred ninety and three, or four, and in the fifth year of the reign of 
our Sovereign Lord and Lady, William and Mary, King and Queen of 
England. 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in Thomas Walker. 

presence of us, the word assigns Bozoun Allen. 

erased in the eighth line, thirteenth James Hill. 

line, and eleventh line before sign- John Marion. 

ing. Samuel Checklet. 

Samuel Bridge. Timothy Thornton. 

Jno Marion, Jr. Ephraim Savage. 



Recorded Jan. 1693/4. 



Obadiah Gill. 
Nathan" Williams. 



* The name of the English town in Suffolk, for which our Mendon was 
called, is so spelled. — Eds. 
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Warrant for removal of Smatt-Pox Patient. 

Suffolk ss. To the sheriff of the county of Suffolk or his deputy, or 
constables of the town of Boston, or either of them. Greeting. 

Whereas there is a man sick of the small-pox at the house of Widow 
Paige at the north end of Boston, and in order to prevent the further 
spreading of said distemper within the said town, These are therefore 
in her Majesty's name to will and require you, and every of you unto 
whom these presents shall come, forthwith to aid and assist the Select- 
men of the town of Boston, or any of them, in disposing and removing 
the said Widow Paige, with her son, daughter, and maid, and cause 
them and each of them to be carried down to Apple Island, or any 
other remote place of the town of Boston, as the said Selectmen shall 
direct : And to impress men and boats, &c, as the occasion shall re- 
quire. Hereof fail not ; and this shall be your warrant. 

Given under our hands and seals ; dated at Boston the twentieth 
day of June, in the first year of her Majesty's reign, Anno 1702. 

Jee: Dumer, > T . . 

Jn? Clark, '}■&■*<*»■ 

You are alike required to charge and command the said Widow Paige 
and family to be and remain in said place they shall be placed in by the 
Selectmen of said town, on their peril.* 



Proposals to the inhabitants of the Town of Boston relating to the 
Grammar Free School. 

Whereas according to the information of some of the learned, who 
have made observation of the easy and pleasant rules and methods used 
in some schools in Europe, where scholars, perhaps within the compass 
of one year, have attained to a competent proficiency, so as to be able 
to read and discourse in Latin, and of themselves capable to make 
considerable progress therein, and that according to the methods used 
here, very many (perhaps hundreds) of boys in this town who by 
their parents were never designed for a more liberal education, have 
spent two, three, four years or more of their more early days at the 
Latin School, which hath proved of very little or no benefit as to their 
after accomplishments ; . . . 

It is therefore proposed to the Town that they would recommend it 
to those gentlemen whom they shall choose as inspectors of the 
schools, together with the ministers of the town, to consider whether 
in this town (where the free school is maintained chiefly by a town 

* This was an early case in the fifth visitation of this disease to Boston. It 
began to spread in July and reached its maximum in December. About three 
hundred people died of the disorder. See 1 Coll. vol. ir. p. 213. — Eds. 
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rate on the inhabitants), that supposing the former and more tedious 
and burthensome method may be thought the best for such as are de- 
signed for scholars (which is by some questioned), yet for the sake and 
benefit of others, who usually are the greater number by far in such 
schools . . . whether it might not be advisable that some more easy 
and delightful methods be there attended and put in practice, and to 
signify to the Town their thoughts therein, in order to the encouraging 
of the same. 

March 10, 1710. Ordered by the Selectmen to be laid before the 
Town. 



Recommendation of Mr. John Barnard. 

Boston, 17 5»?° , 1713. 
Being informed that the Selectmen of Boston have made choice of 
Mr. John Barnard (at this time of Salem) to be the master of the 
New Grammar School in the north part of Boston, we do hereby 
signify (from the character we have had of him) our acquiescence in 
the choice, and approbation of it. 

Increase Mather. 
Cotton Mather. 
Nehemiah Walter. 
Thomas Bridge. 
Benjamin Wadsworth. 
Eben"^ 1 ' Pembekton. 
Benjamin Colman.* 



A Memorial. 

Boston, 24 4 n ">-, 1717. 
Upon an uneasy experience of a grievous mispence of time which 
we suffer in a long attendance at funerals (an occasion than which 
there is none that more powerfully admonishes to a wise redeeming 
of time), the ministers of this place have directed a Memorial to be 
laid before the gentlemen who are the Selectmen of the city, ear- 
nestly soliciting that they would please to revive a vigorous execution 
of the town order already in force for the regulation of this matter, 
or to take into their consideration what further provision may be made 
for the prevention of so great an inconvenience. 

Cotton Mather. 



* At the town meeting, March, 1700, "some of the inhabitants of the north 
end of the town stood up and requested that they might have the liberty of a 
free-school, for the teaching to write and cipher." Drake says that about 1712 
a house was built where the Eliot School still stands. Mr. Barnard was a 
graduate of Harvard College in 1709, and succeeded his father in the pastorate 
of the First Church in Andover, April 8, 1719. — Eds. 
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Gentlemen, — These are to acquaint you that the forms in my 
school is much out of repair, and that I am in great necessity of 
shutters to my chamber windows. I am very much exposed for want 
thereof, having at sundry times in the night had large brickbats thrown 
into my room. I would therefore crave the favor of you to comply 
with my request ; and in so doing you will much oblige 
Your humble servant to command, 

Jacob Sheafe. 
Boston, Oct. 21, 1719. 



To the inhabitants of the Town of Boston in town meeting assembled, 
on March 9, 1740. 

The Petition of sundry of the inhabitants of said town showeth : — 

That whereas the practice of shooting at pigeons from the tops of 
the houses in the town is become very general, and is evidently 
attended with many bad consequences, such as exposing the houses to 
fire by the lighted wads falling on the shingles in a dry season, shoot- 
ing through windows, and by the noise of the guns robbing the aged, 
the sick, the weak, and infirm of the best part of their repose (as 
likewise by consuming' needlessly a great quantity of powder which 
might be better employed) , whereby the persons and substance of the 
several inhabitants are very much endangered. Your petitioners 
therefore pray that some method may be now undertaken to prevent 
the like pernicious practice for the future. 

Jas. Allen. John Gooch. 

Thos. Bulfinch. Jas. Boutineau. 

John Green. W" Davis. 

John Indicott. Isaac White. 

Thos. Aston. Jonathan Loring. 

Benj!* Russell. Jos. Green. 

John Pierce. Nath^t Cunningham. 

Edw? Hutchinson. Joshua Winslow. 

Hen. Frankland. Jn° Wheelwright. 

And. Oliver. Nathan 1 - Balston. 

Benj: Pollard. Corne. Waldo. 
Isaac Winsloav. 
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BOUNDARIES OF ROXBUBY AND BOSTON. 



To the Gentlemen the Selectmen of the Town of Boston. The Peti- 
tion of Abiah HoUrrook, writing master, humbly showeth : — 

That Mr. Vinal, your petitioner's usher, has signified to him his in- 
tention to leave the school next week and remove to Newberry, and 
that he has made known the same to the gentlemen the Selectmen. 
As your petitioner will then be destitute of any help, and utterly 
unable to tend so large a school alone, he humbly prays that the gen- 
tlemen the Selectmen would be pleased to appoint another usher in 
his room and stead. 

And your petitioner as in duty bound will ever pray, &c. 

Abiah Holbrook.* 
Boston, Oct. 2, 1764. 



Boundaries of Boston and Roxbury. 

Pursuant to agreement, we, the subscribers, met at the time and 
place appointed, and run the line, and renewed the ancient bound marks 
between the town of Boston and the town of Roxbury, beginning at the 
mouth of the creek, which opens into the bay leading to Cambridge, 
and so goes as the creek runs, until it comes in a range with the fence 
and trees which parts between John Richardson, Esq., late his land, 
formerly Mr. Nathaniel Brewer's, and Sam! Welles, Esq.'s, land, for- 
merly called Mr. Minot's, then across the street or highway, until it 
comes to a large stone standing endway in the fence, and from thence 
to a stump with a heap of stones about eighty feet from the highway, 
and from thence straight to a little knoll on the edge of the creek, a 
corner of the bounds where stands a stake marked B on the easterly 
side and R on the westerly side ; and from thence easterly as the creek 
runs till it comes to a small stake marked B on one side and R on the 
other, in Colonel Lamb's dam ; and from thence as the creek runs into 
the bay between Boston and Dorchester. 

Dated the fifteenth day of October, Anno Domini, 1765. 



Eben? Newell, 
John Dayis, 
SamV Sumner, 
Eleazer Weld, 
Aaron Davis, 



Selectmen 

of 
Roxbury. 



Joshua Henshaw, 
Joseph Jackson, 
BenjI Austin, 
Samuel Sewall, 
John Ruddock, 
John Hancock, 
John Winslow, 



Selectmen 

of 
Boston. 



* Mr. Holbrook was master of the writing school on the Common. That 
school was established in 1717. — Eds. 
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To the Gentlemen, Selectmen of the Town of Boston. 

We, the subscribers, having children usually attending the North Latin 
School, are so far from objecting to Mr. Nathan! 1 Oliver as master of 
said school, that we are desirous you would place him master over our 
youth at said school. You will oblige 

Your humble servants, 



Boston, March 31, 1767. 

There are but 24 par- 
ents of youth attending 
the North School when 
opened. Five non-sub- 
scribers have repeatedly 
declared they should be 
well satisfied with the 
above said Mr. Oliver. 



Thos Geeenough & Son. 
Elizabeth Peitchaed. 

John Coppinger & Son. 
Fran! Weight. 
Joseph Coolidge. 
John Pulling. 
George Bbight. 
Edwaed Peoctee. 
Levi Jennings. 
Stephen Nazro. 
Samuel Harris. 



(2 sons 
named Allen) 



Samuel Aves. 
Paul Eeveee. 
Ann Rea. 



Samuel Checkley, Jr., having a son to send to North Latin School 
this spring, signs himself satisfied with whatever master the Selectmen 
shall be pleased to place there ; at the same time is ready to say that 
he hath no objection against Mr. Oliver's being appointed, or any other 
gentleman that he hath heard of. 



Deposition of Thomas Waterman, Jr. 

I, Thomas Waterman, Jr., of Marshfield, in the county of Plymouth, 
mariner, do testify and say that on Thursday, the ninth day of June 
instant, I applied to John Comer, Esq., commander of his Majesty's 
ship " Romney," then in the harbor of Boston, to obtain the release of 
one Peter Vallings, who had been lately impressed on board said ship, 
he, the said Comer, having at that time promised me to discharge the 
said Peter provided I would bring him an able seaman in his stead. The 
next day, after Captain Comer had promised me as above, I produced 
on board said ship one James Bolton, acknowledged to be an able seaman 
by the said Captain Comer, and I told him I had paid four pounds five 
shillings sterling to procure the man ; but Captain Comer utterly refused 
to make the exchange as he had promised, saying he was my man 
before. As I was coming over the ship's side, I asked Captain Comer 
if I should leave said Bolton on board the ship, in hopes by that means 
to obtain said Vallings's discharge. Captain Comer told me I should 
not leave said Bolton on board his ship, and ordered me to take him 
away with me, which I did. 
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I further declare that, while I was on board said ship, the said Cap- 
tain Comer expressed very high resentment against the town of Boston, 
and said the town of Boston was governed by mobs that were damned 
villains, and by the eternal God he would make their hearts ache before 
he left, or before his ship left the place. And this he, the said Captain 
Comer, declared in the same words, or in other words of the same pur- 
port, divers times, and further saith not. 

Thomas Waterman, Jr. 
June 25, 1768. 

Province op the Massachusetts Bat, 
Suffolk ss. June 25, 1768. 

Thomas Waterman, Jr., above named, made solemn oath to the truth 
of the above written deposition before us. 

S. Danforth, \ Justices of the Peace throughout 
W. Brattle, j the said Province. 



Boston Town Watch. 

Boston, Nov. 15, 1768. 
A complaint from the town dock watch against the officers of the 
regiments. 

On Friday night, the fifth day of this instant, two of these officers 
were passing by the watch-house, and the sentry at the door hailed 
them. [Their] answer was, " God damn you ; do you dare to hail a 
[torn] ? You have no right to hail an officer." We told him [we] 
had a right to hail him, or his master, at that time of night, and have 
an answer from him, which was past twelve o'clock. 

Again, on Saturday night, the twelfth day of November, 1768, an 
officer and one of the town inhabitants was passing by the watch-house, 
and we hailed them. The young man answered, " A friend," and the 
officer told him not to answer them. And the officer, swearing and 
cursing to us, " We had no business to hail an officer," and said, " Do 
you think to stand four regiments, God damn you ? We have four 
regiments here, and we will burn you all to ashes in a moment's time. 
We will send you all to hell and damnation in a minute " ; and [he] 
drew his bayonet and stabbed it against the door, and said, " God 
damn you, come out here." What do you think to do with us? 
Times is not now as they have been. 

his 
Edward Irland. Edward x Sanders. 

mark 
James Pike. George Cheesman. 

The watch finds ever since that the officers and soldiers are very 
quiet and still. The duty of the town has been faithfully discharged 
this month. 

2 
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Our old number consists of six men : Edward Irland, Hugh 
Taylor, Edward Sanders, Samuel Morgan, Jonathan Edmans, John 
Clough. 

The addition being made to the watch, Dec. 19, 1774: Thomas 
Pitcher, Michael Cary [?], Ralph Morging, Joseph Clough. And on 
the 22d came two more : Benjamin Abrams [?], John Blight. 

Boston, Dec. 28, 1774. 
This is Edward Wand's return for the Dock Square watch. This 
is to acquaint the Select gentlemen of the town that I find the town 
inhabitants to be exceeding still and quiet within our rounds. Last 
Saturday night, after twelve o'clock, I heard three or four men giving 
out the time of the night by Mr. Scollay's. The watch went out to 
them, and asked them what right they had to give out the time of the 
night, for we found them to be some of the men-of-war's officers, or 
captains of the transports. Two of them had their small swords with 
them, and they drew them both, and swore that if we would follow 
them any further they would make use of them. I, finding these two 
men that had the swords to be in liquor and very hot-headed, the other 
two that was with them desired them to be still and quiet. The watch 
could have taken them very easily, but I think that will not do exactly 
in this difficult season. 



Minutes of the Tea Meetings, 1773.* 

At an assembly of the ( people) inhabitants of this and the neighbor- 
ing towns, at Faneuil Hall, on Monday, 29 November, 1773, at 9 o'clock 
a.m., on accouut of the arrival of the tea sent by the East India Com- 
pany, 114 chests of which are now arrived in Captain Hall. 

Upon a motion made, Voted, That the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., be 
chosen Moderator. He being in expectation of being sent for by the 
Governor and Council, he was excused from serving, and Jonathan 
Williams, Esq., was chosen Moderator of the meeting unanimously. 

A motion made that as this town have determined at a late meeting 
that they would, to the utmost of their power, prevent the landing of 
the tea, that the question be put, Whether this body (be now) are 
absolutely determined (to visit the landing and sale of the tea — that 

* In printing these minutes, which are in the handwriting of William Cooper, 
the Town Clerk, the spelling has been modified to conform with modern usage. 
There are many erasures and corrections in the original. These the editors 
have thought it best to preserve, as they may show the first form in which the 
people's votes took shape, and the subsequent changes in their language. They 
are here represented by the words printed in italics within parentheses. An 
occasional word, in brackets, has been supplied to complete the sense. 

The newspapers of the time contain what may be considered official reports 
of these meetings, prepared probably by Cooper from these notes, which pos- 
sess interest as the original minutes, made at the time, of meetings of great 
importance in the struggle for independence. — Eds, 



1882.] TEA MEETINGS. 11 

the tea shall go to} that the tea shall be returned to the place from 
whence it came, at all events. (And to put themselves upon a footing 
with their enemies in the execution, case of opposition.) Passed in the 
affirmative unanimously. 

Upon a motion made, Voted, That this meeting be immediately 
adjourned to the Old South Meeting-house. 

At the Old South Meeting-house, met according to adjournment. A 
motion made and the question put, Whether (this Body will submit to 
any duty being paid on the tea) it is not the firm resolution of this 
meeting that the tea shall not only be sent back, but that it shall not 
pay a duty. Passed unanimously in the affirmative. 

A motion made, in order to give time to the consignees to consider 
and deliberate, that the meeting be adjourned to three o'clock. And 
the meeting was adjourned accordingly. 

Monday, 29th, 3 o'clock p. m. 

The inhabitants met according to adjournment. 

A motion made and seconded, Whether this tea go back in the same 
bottom ; and it passed unanimously in the affirmative, upon which Mr. 
Rotch informed the Body he shall protest against this proceeding (from 
a good to his interest). 

A motion made and seconded that he enter this tea at his peril ; and 
it passed unanimously in the affirmative. 

A motion made and the question put, that Captain Hall be told that 
he is not to suffer the tea to be landed on his peril. Passed in the 
affirmative. 

A motion was made that there be a watch kept for the security of 
Captain Hall's vessel and cargo; and the question beingput, passed in the 
affirmative. Watch to consist of 25 men. Captain Procter, Captain of 
Watch, Paul Reviere [Revere], Henry Bass, Moses Grant, Foster 
Condy [?], Joseph Lovering, Mr. John Lovel, Dr. Story, John Win- 
throp, Thomas Chase, John Greenleaf, Benjamin Edes, Benjamin Alley, 
Joseph Peirce, Junior, Joshua Pico, Captain Riordon [?], J. Henderson, 
John Crowe, Josiah Wheeler (Shubael H. [?]), John McFadden (Henry), 
Joseph Edwards. Captain has pitched upon Thomas Knox, Jon" Stod- 
der, Robt. Hitchborn, Stephen Bruce (Henry).* \ 

Voted, That when this meeting be adjourned (to Tuesday morning 
. . .) the adjournment be to to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock. 

It was (moved that the) observed to the Body (Town) that the Gov- 
ernor had required (issued ord.) the justices to meet this night and use 
their endeavors to suppress any riots that may happen this night, and 
the question put, Whether it be not the sense of this meeting that the 
Governor's conduct herein does not reflect greatly upon the people, and 
is solely calculated to serve the views of Administration. 

Adjourned to Tuesday morning, 9 o'clock. 



* The first-named probably volunteered at the meeting. The last sentence 
was added to the minutes at a later time. — Eds. 
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Inhabitants met according to adjournment, Tuesday morning, 9 
o'clock. 

A motion made, and Voted, That Mr. Belknap, who offered himself 
for the purpose, go to Dorchester and acquaint Mr. William* Phillips, 
of the Council there sitting, that his company is earnestly desired at this 
meeting. 

A letter from the tea-consignees to John Scollay, Esq., read. 

A letter from Governor to S. Greenleaf, Esq., read. The sheriff is 
charged with a message from Governor. Voted, to be read. 

The message from Governor read and hissed.f 

Voted, That the (question be) sheriff be desired to leave a copy of 
the message. 

Upon a motion made, the question was put, Whether the assembly 
would dismiss themselves agreeable to his requirement. Passed in the 
negative, N. C. (unanimously), and (then) was followed with a general 
hiss. 

A proposal of Mr. Copley t that in case he can prevail with the 
Clarkes to come into this meeting, the question may be put, Whether 
they come with safety, and remain so till they have returned and not 
be hissed ; and the question being put, passed in the affirmative. Then 
the question was put, Whether two hours shall be given Mr. Copley 
and [to ?] make return ; passed in the affirmative at 12 o'clock. 

Adjourned to 2 o'clock p. m. 

Met according to adjournment, 3 o'clock p.m.§ 

Voted, That Mr. Rotch and Captain Hall be desired to give their 
attendance. 

Votes respecting importing tea liable to an American duty, and the 
shipmasters, subsided for the present. 

Mr. Rotch appeared, and according to a motion made, the question- 
was put, Whether (he promises) it is the resolution of this Body, and 
they do require that the tea brought by Captain Hall shall be returned 
to England in the bottom in which it came ; passed in the affirmative 
unanimously. 

(He answers) Upon which he informed the town that he should 
protest against the whole proceeding, as he had done (against) yester- 
day('s) . As it is demanded of him, though an involuntary act (he is) 
in him, he is yet under a (the) necessity (to comply), and shall comply 
with the demand. 

A motion made, That Captain Hall be obliged not to aid or assist in 
landing the tea, but (he is to) if he (carry) continues master will (enter) 
carry it back ; who replied, he should comply. 



• Samuel Phillips was of the Council this year. — Eds. 

t The Governor's message, or proclamation, and the letter to Mr. Scollay 
(one of the Selectmen), were printed in the newspapers of the day. — Eds. 

1 John Singleton Copley, R. A., the celebrated painter, who married, in 1769, 
Susan, daughter of Richard Clarke, one of the consignees of the tea. — Eds. 

§ The newspaper reports give 2 o'clock as the. hour of the afternoon meeting, 
according to the adjournment. — Eds. 
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A motion made, and Voted, That Mr. Rowe (illegible), an owner of 
one of the vessels expected with tea, be desired to attend immediately. 
Also Voted, That Mr. Timmins, factor for Captain Coffin's brig.* 

A motion made for watch this night, and voted, viz. : — 

Mr. Ezekiel Cheever as Captain, Mr. Thomas Uran, Joseph Eyres, 
William Dickman, William Sutton, Samuel Peck, Ebenezer Ayres, 
Thomas Bolley, W. Elberson, John Rice, Benjamin Stevens, Joseph 
Fourde, James Brewer, Obed!" [?] Curtis, Ruf'us Bent, George Ray, 
William Clap, Benjamin Ingerson, Nicholas Peirce, Adam Colson, 
Thomas Tileston, Daniel Hewes, Richard Hunnewell, Adam Colson, 
Nicholas Peirce. 

Voted, That the gentlemen who watch this night be desired to make 
out a list of the watch for next night, and so each watch another till 
(for) the time of watching is over. 

Voted, That in case the watch are molested (a signal) the town be 
alarmed by the tolling of the bells, if in the night, if in the day by 
ringing of bells. 

Voted, That six persons be appointed who are used to horses, to be 
in readiness to give an alarm (when) in the country towns when neces- 
sary: W. Rogers, Jere. Belknap, Stephen Hall, Nathan! Cobbit^ 
Thomas Gooding, of Charlestown, Benjamin Wood, of Charlestown. 

John Rowe, Esq., attended, and was informed that ( Captain) Mr. 
Roteh had engaged to carry the tea back which came in Captain Hall ; 
when Mr. Rowe told the Body that the ship expected was under Captain 
Bruce's care, but that he would use his influence that it should go back ; 
and in every thing comply with this Body, and that he will give advice 
to this Body upon her first arrival. 

Voted, That it is the sense of this Body that the votes relative to 
Captain Hall's (Bruce's) vessel be passed for Captain Bruce. 

Mr. Timmins attend[ed], and informed that Captain Coffin was owned 
in Nantucket, but that he gives his honor that no tea shall be landed 
while in his care, or touched by any one until the owner's arrival. 

Voted, That [what] Mr. Timmins, as well as Mr. Rowe has said, is 
satisfactory. Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Copley attended, and declared he had been to the Castle, and 
hoped if he had exceeded the time set he (may) hopes they will con- 
sider the difficulty of a water passage may be his apology. He then 
said he had endeavored to convince them f they might come with 
safety, but (that) though they thought they might be safe, yet, seeing 
the terms were such as to the tea as was out of their power, they 
thought it best not to come ; but they renewed their proposal of storing 
the tea, and submit the tea to the inspection of a committee ; and that 
this was the substance of what they offered, but could do no otherwise 
without danger of their ruin ; and that as they had not been active in 
introducing the tea, they should do nothing to obstruct the people in 
their procedure with it. 



* Be desired to attend. — Eds. t i. e. the consignees. — Eds. 
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Question, Whether the (mes-) return made by Mr. Copley (is satis) 
for the consignees be in the least degree satisfactory ; passed in the 
negative unanimously. 

Vote of thanks to Mr. Rowe for information. 

Motion as to not importing tea. Voted, as by written vote, No. 10 ; 
passed in the affirmative.* 

Voted, That this vote be printed by itself and sent to London, and 
all the ports in this Province. 

A motion made that there be fair drafts of the proceedings of this 
meeting drawn, and sent to York and Philadelphia, and that there be 
a committee for that purpose. Mr. Samuel Adams, Hon. Colonel 
Hancock, William Phillips, Esq., Mr. John Eowe, the Moderator, a 
committee for that purpose. 

Voted, That it is the determination of the Body, when any notice 
by day or night is given of any molestation to the watch, that (we 
will . . . abide by our resolutions . . . ) they will immediately set 
themselves to carry (our resolutions) their votes and resolutions into 
execution at the risk of (life and estate) their lives and property. 

Voted, That the Committee of Correspondence for this town be de- 
sired to take care that every other (tea) vessel with tea that arrives, 
have a proper watch appointed for such vessels. 

Also Voted, That those persons who are desirous of making a part 
of (the) these nightly watches (are) be desired to give in their names 
at Edes & Gill's Printing Office. 

Voted, That our brethren in the country be desired to (give) afford 
us (our) their assistance upon the first notice given (when such neces- 
sity exists) that it may be wanted, especially upon the arrival of Cap- 
tain Loring in Messrs. Clarkes' brigantine. 

Voted, That the thanks of this Body be given to our brethren of the 
country for their countenances in this assembly, and union with this 
Body in this exigence of our affairs.f 



* This vote, having probably been submitted in writing, does not appear in 
these rough minutes. We print it here from the report of the proceedings of the 
meeting in the " Massachusetts Gazette and Boston Post Boy," No. 850, Nov. 
29-Dec. 6, 1773. 

" Whereas a Number of Merchants in this Province have inadvertently imported Tea 
from Great-Britain while it is subject to the Payment of a Duty imposed upon it by an 
Act of the British Parliament for the Purpose of raising a Revenue in America, and 
appropriating the same without the Consent of those who are required to pay it ; 

" Resolved, That in thus importing said Tea, they have justly incurred the 
Displeasure of our Brethren in the other Colonies. 

" And Resolved further, That if any Person or Persons shall hereafter import 
Tea from Great-Britain, or if any Master or Masters of any Vessel or Vessels in 
Great-Britain shall take the same on Board to be imported to this Place, until 
the said unrighteous Act shall be repealed, he or they shall be deemed by this 
Body an Enemy to his Country ; and we will prevent the Landing and Sale of 
the same, and the Payment of any Duty thereon. And we will effect the Return 
thereof to the Place from whence it shall come." 

t There are several interlineations in this vote, of no importance and perhaps 
illegible. — Eds. 
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Voted, That the thanks of the meeting be given to Jonathan Wil- 
liams, Esq., for his good service as Moderator. 

Then it was Voted, That the meeting be dissolved, and was 
accordingly dissolved. 

At a meeting of the people at the Old South Church, Dec. 14, 1773, 
David Cheevers (Jeffries?), Esq., Moderator. 

By motion, the proceedings of Plymouth on the late proceedings of 
this Body were read.* 

Mr. Cheevers, of Charlestown, not being to be found, Mr. Samuel 
P. Savage chosen Moderator. 

A letter from Mr. Timothy Prout to the Moderator read (No. l).f 

Moved and Voted, That Mr. Rotch be sent for. 

Motioned and seconded that Captain Bruce, who is present, be asked 
whether he will demand a clearance, and if refused, whether he will 
proceed on his voyage making a protest, answered: when all his 
goods are out he will demand a clearance, but if refused he was liable 
to be shot at by 32-pounders. 

Mr. Rotch attended (and informed) and was required at his peril 
to apply immediately to the (Custom-house for) Collector for a clear- 
ance for his vessel, and that Benjamin Kent, Esq., Thomas Chase, 
Mr. Sam. Adams, Dr. Young, Dr. Warren, Mr. David Cheever, 
(Jeffries ?) Captain Foster, Dr. Church, Mr. Thomas Crafts, Jr., 
Mr. Nathan! Appleton [be a committee to go with him to the Col- 
lector's] (Committee). Mr. Rotch, accompanied by the above com- 
mittee, reported that he had waited on the Collector, and required a 
clearance (order) as directed, and that the Collector answered he chose 
to see the Comptroller, and that at 10 to-morrow morning he would 
give an answer. 

Moved, That the meeting be adjourned to Thursday next, 10 
o'clock a.m. ; and that in the mean time the Committee wait upon the 
Collector for his answer at the time appointed. 

And the meeting was accordingly adjourned to 10 o'clock (at this 
meeting-house). 

Thursday, 16 December. The Body met by adjournment at the 
Old South Meeting-house. 

The Committee to wait on the Collector, Mr. Harrison, reported as 
No. 2. [The Committee's report here follows.] J 

A demand made by Mr. Rotch, owner of the ship " Dartmouth, " on 
Mr. Harrison, Collector of the Customs, and what followed thereon, 
Mr. Rotch made the demand in the following manner, viz. : — 

" I am required and compelled at my peril by a Body of people as- 
sembled at the Old South Meeting-house yesterday, where Mr. Samuel 
Phillips Savage was President, to make a demand of you to give me 



•The action of Plymouth is printed in full in the "Post Boy," No. 852, 
Dec. 13-20, 1773. — Eds. 

t We do not find Mr. Prout's letter. — Eds. 

X We find this report in the handwriting of Thomas Chase, on a separate 
paper, marked No. 2. — E»s, 



16 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Nov. 

a clearance for the ship ' Dartmouth ' for London, in the situation she 
is now in, with the tea on board." 

Upon which one of the Committee observed that they were present 
by order of the Body only as witnesses of the before-mentioned de- 
mand, and the answer that should be given. 

Thereupon Mr. Harrison, the Collector, said to Mr. Rotch (Mr. 
Hallowell, the Comptroller, being present), "Then it is you make the 
demand ? " Mr. Rotch answered, " Yes, I am compelled at my peril 
to." Then Mr. Harrison said to Mr. Rotch, " Your ship ' Dartmouth ' 
entered with me the 30th November last, with dutiable articles on 
board, for which the duties have not been paid. I cannot therefore 
give you a clearance until she is discharged of those articles, consistent 
with my duty." 

Voted, That Mr. Rotch be sent for. 

Preceedings of Lexington read. 

A letter from Plymouth, informing of Messrs. Clarkes' vessel being 
on board, was read. 

Mr. Rotch attended, and was asked whether he would protest 
against the Custom-house, and then demand a pass for the Castle. 

Motioned, That this Body expect that he immediately protest 
against the Custom-house, and procure a pass of the Governor, and 
that he this day proceed with the vessel for London. 

He replied that he would not comply, because it was impracticable ; 
and being again asked whether he would order his vessel to sail this 
day, he replied he would not. 

Mr. Rotch [was] desired to proceed in making protest and demand- 
ing a pass. 

Adjourned to 3 o'clock p.m. 

Met per adjournment at 3 o'clock p.m. , 

Voted, That it is the sense of this Body that the (introduction and 
consumption) use of tea (in this Province was to be attended with the most 
pernicious and disagreeable) is improper and pernicious. 

Voted, That it is the opinion of this Body that every town in this 
Province appoint a committee of inspection to prevent the accursed 
tea [coming?] into any town in this Province. 

Voted, upon a motion made. That it [is] the sense of this Body, to 
decide [?] by the former resolution, that they will not suffer the landing 
of the tea. 

Mr. Rotch attended, and informed that he had demanded a pass for 
his vessel of the Governor, who answered ( That he could not, con- 
sistent with his duty to the king or the laws — and his duly to the 
king — give him a pass ; and that if he had a clearance he should 
make no difference between this and any other vessel), " He was 
willing to grant any thing consistent with the laws and his duty to the 
king, but that he could not give a pass unless the vessel was properly 
qualified from the Custom-house, but that he should make no dis- 
tinction between this and any other vessel, provided she was properly 
cleared." 

Mr. Rotch could no't tarry, his protest not being finished, but in- 
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formed that he told the Governor of the steps he had [taken] and was 
taking as to a protest. 

Mr. Rotch was then asked whether he would send his vessel back 
with the tea under her present circumstances. He answered that he 
could not possibly comply, as he apprehended it would be to his ruin. 

He was (then) further asked whether he would land the tea. He 
answered he had no business with it unless he was properly called 
upon to do it, when he should attempt a compliance for his own 
security. 

Voted, That this meeting be dissolved, and it was accordingly 
dissolved. 

The Treasurer announced the receipt of the bequest of 
the late William Winthrop, Esq., and read the following 
extract from that gentleman's will : — 

" Eighthly. And after the decease of my said widow, and of the 
whole of my aforenamed sisters and brothers, then for my above-named 
Trustees, or the survivors or survivor of them ... to pay in legal 
coin and currency of the United States the sum of three thousand 
dollars to the Trustees or other lawful representatives of the Massachu- 
setts Historical Society, established in Boston aforesaid in or about the 
year 1780, and of which my great-uncle, the Hon. Judge James Win- 
throp, was one of the eight priginal founders, and my said cousin and 
kinsman, the Hon. Robert Charles Winthrop (one of my Trustees), has 
been for many years past, and still is, its President, and of which same 
Society I myself am an honorary member, which legacy and bequest I 
make under special condition and obligation that the Trustees or repre- 
sentatives of the said Society shall invest the capital so bequeathed in 
any manner they deem most fitting and advantageous, and shall apply 
and devote the whole of the accruing annual interest and profits to the 
binding, for better preservation, of the valuable manuscripts and books 
appertaining to the Society." . . . 

The Treasurer then offered the following vote: — 

Voted, That the sum of $3,000, received under the will of 
the late William Winthrop, be set apart in accordance with 
the terms of the bequest, as a binding fund, and be known 
on the Treasurer's books as. the William Winthrop Fund. 

Mr. R. C. Winthrop, Jr., then said : — 

Mr. President, — The gentleman who left us this legacy, 
although a very distant kinsman, was a personal friend of 
mine, and I am sure it would have particularly gratified him 
to have a few words said about him when the sum was paid 
us. It is true that a few words were said at the time of his 

3 
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death, but that was nearly fourteen years ago, when there 
was little probability that we should receive the money for 
a much longer period ; and of the existing members of the 
Society I doubt if more than half a dozen ever heard of such 
a person, and I am perhaps the only one who was ever thrown 
much with him. Three thousand dollars, in these days, may 
not seem a large sum to make a speech about ; but it is proba- 
bly three thousand times as much as this Society ever received 
from a Corresponding Member before, and, in proportion to 
the very moderate means of the giver, I incline to think it the 
largest donation the Society ever received from any quarter. 

He was originally named William Winthrop Andrews, a 
younger son of Mr. James Andrews, in his day a well-known 
merchant of Boston ; and his mother was a Miss Winthrop, 
a granddaughter of that Professor John Winthrop, of Harvard 
College, so eminent in the last century as a man of science 
and stanch friend of liberty. Partly in order to distinguish 
himself from other persons in this vicinity bearing the name 
of William Andrews, and partly because of his great interest 
in his mother's family, he early dropped the name of Andrews 
and was known as William Winthrop for the remainder of 
his life. The delicacy of his health, a taste for foreign travel, 
and his subsequent marriage to an English lady, all combined 
to fix him in Europe, where, so far back as the reign of 
Andrew Jackson, he was made United States Consul in the 
island of Malta. At every succeeding change of Administra- 
tion there was always some patriot who conceived himself 
entitled to a leading foreign mission, but who finally an- 
nounced his readiness to accept even so insignificant a Con- 
sulate as that of Malta. But when it was discovered that 
the office generally cost Mr. Winthrop a good deal more than 
he annually received in fees, he was allowed to remain un- 
disturbed, and, at the time of his death, had held the post 
some .five and thirty years. During all that time I may safely 
say that few Americans, however humble their station, ever 
visited the island without becoming Mr. Winthrop's debtors 
for many little acts of kindness or assistance. Although he 
himself crossed the ocean rarely and for brief absences, he 
always displayed an earnest interest in the welfare of his 
countrymen and delighted in showing them any little atten- 
tions in his power. He was not rich and made no pretence 
to learning or accomplishment. He was simply an amiable, 
genial, hospitable man, with a natural love for antiquarian 
pursuits. A frequent contributor to "Notes and Queries," 
ne served more than once on publishing committees of the 
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Camden Society, and was warmly interested in another Eng- 
lish society, with the high-sounding name of the Order of 
St. John of Jerusalem, and which was understood to busy 
itself, not, as might be supposed, with the recovery of the 
Holy Sepulchre, but with more practicable schemes of phi- 
lanthropy and antiquarian research. To our own Society he 
was early drawn by the fact, to which he alludes in his will, 
that his great-uncle, Judge James Winthrop, was one of its 
eight founders. Another great-uncle of his, the Hon. William 
Winthrop, of Cambridge, for whom he was named, had also 
been a Resident Member ; and he had a particular regard for 
the President of this Society, whom he had known in boy- 
hood. All this led him to become a diligent student of our 
publications ; and whenever he picked up abroad a book, a 
manuscript, or a pamphlet, which he thought might interest 
us, he generally made haste to send it to our library, and, up 
to the time of his death, had thus contributed nearly six hun- 
dred bound volumes, besides many pamphlets. The island of 
Malta, however, has never been a favorite field for the ac- 
cumulation of material relating, however remotety, to New 
England history ; and it must be confessed that some of these 
donations are rather to be regarded as evidences of his good- 
will than as additions to our historical treasures. In common 
with many excellent persons, he was clearly of opinion that 
the libraries of societies like this should be not merely the 
repositories of what is valuable and rare, but may also be treated 
as a sort of dust-bin into which every description of literary 
rubbish may be shot with impunity. I well remember when, 
about eighteen years ago, he shipped us a sea-chest contain- 
ing 224 bound volumes of closely written Italian manuscript, 
comprising the words — not the music — of no less than 
1,567 Italian operas, strung together indiscriminately without 
any definite arrangement, alphabetical, chronological, or other- 
wise. A certain misgiving as to the appropriateness of this 
offering would appear to have come over him, as he sub- 
sequently wrote to express an entire willingness it should be 
disposed of or exchanged. The Society, however, with its 
customary benignity, preferred to place the volumes on its 
shelves, and even passed a vote of thanks. I observe that 
the lawyer who drew this will, or the lawyer's clerk who 
copied it, speaks of Mr. Winthrop as an Honorary Member, 
which he was not, and, as he was a modest man, would not 
have felt that he had the slightest claim to be. He took a 
pride, however, in being a Corresponding Member, — the only 
one in nearly a century who, so far as I am aware, ever left 
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the Society a dollar, and I much fear that, in this respect, 
he is likely long to remain unique. 

Before I sit down, I should like to make sure that gentle- 
men rightly apprehend the nature of this bequest. It was 
not intended to be the nucleus of any General Binding Fund, 
however desirable such a fund may be ; it is limited to certain 
special purposes. The testator had upon his conscience the 
fifteen hundred operas to which I have alluded, and he had 
every reason to suppose other donors had been as indiscrimi- 
nate and profuse as he. He was well aware of the temptation 
which besets societies, as well as individuals, to bind, when 
they can afford it, almost every thing, with the idea that a re- 
mote posterity maybe eager to consult volumes which we our- 
selves have neither leisure nor inclination to open. He fully 
realized that the income of this little fund — and our Treas- 
urer will be lucky if he gets $ 150-a year out of it — would be a 
mere drop in the bucket if applied to dealing with the 60,000 
unbound pamphlets we already have upstairs, and the 600,000 
unbound pamphlets we are likely, at no distant period, to 
possess, at the present rate of accumulation. In devising us 
this legacy, subject to the life-estate of certain parties now 
deceased, he was therefore careful to direct (and I quote his 
exact language) that " the whole of the annual interest and 
profits shall be applied and devoted to the binding, for better 
preservation, of the valuable manuscripts and books appertain- 
ing to the Society." I emphasize this word valuable because 
I believe that, in so doing, I accord with the intentions of 
the testator, who used it in an immediate, and not-a prospect- 
ive, sense, and did not contemplate that a penny of his money 
should be devoted to binding any thing the value of which 
should be only among the possibilities of a remote future. 
His object was the preservation of what is really valuable and 
interesting to us here to-day and what may become valuable 
and interesting to our successors as the income shall gradually 
accrue. I would not, for a moment, be. understood to inti- 
mate that there is the slightest danger that this income will 
be knowingly misapplied ; but as librarians, who are prac- 
tically irresponsible, succeed one another, the precise terms 
of a will are often forgotten or misunderstood ; and therefore, 
as I am one of the few surviving friends of this unique bene- 
factor, I have thought it prudent to take this early opportu- 
nity of entering a caveat. I beg, sir, to second Mr. Smith's 
motion. 

The vote was then adopted. 
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Frederick W. Putnam, Esq., the Curator of- the Peabody 
Museum of American Archaeology and Ethnology at Cam- 
bridge, and James M. Bugbee, Esq., of Boston, were elected 
Resident Members. 

The Hon. E. R. Hoar presented the Memoir he had been 
appointed to prepare of the late Judge Ames, and it was 
referred to the committee to be published iu the Proceed- 
ings.* 

Mr. E. E. Hale gave some account of a recent visit which 
he had made to Emmanuel College, at Cambridge, England. 
He said nothing could exceed the kind courtesy of the wel- 
come given to him because he was a graduate of Harvard ; 
and that any Harvard man would be gratified to know with 
what interest the memory of John Harvard, the Master of 
Arts of Emmanuel, was preserved in the halls of his Alma 
Mater. Mr. Hale had examined, as many American gentle- 
men had done, the copy made by Dr. Bennett of the Register 
of Emmanuel of the beginning of the seventeenth century. 
To American genealogists the names from that Register, pub- 
lished below, may be of interest. 

Dr. William Bennett was Fellow of Emmanuel at the time 
he copied these Registers, and afterward Bishop of Cloyne. 

Dr. Bennett had also copied, from a manuscript not now 
preserved, the following letter from John Stoughton, written 
in 1632, when he resigned his preferment at the parish of 
Aller that he might go to London as a lecturer. The 
letter has some interest in showing the temper of the time, 
and the decided Puritan character of Emmanuel College then. 
The relationship of John Stoughton to our Israel Stoughton 
does not seem to be now known by the American descend- 
ants of the latter : — 

Letter of John Stoughton to the Master of Emmanuel College on 
resigning filler. 
Honoued Sik: 

I signifyd the last week to Mr. Foster, — being so straightend of 
time that I could not write to yourself which I intended rather, — 
that I have resigned my living the 18th of this month, And now I 
have sent you a Certificate of the instrument of the resignation, that 
you may have an authentical ground to proceed to a new Choice and 
Presentation. 

There are two other instruments by me, one signifying that the 
Resignation was admitted, and the other being an intimation to the 
Patron of the present Vacancy, which I would have sent now if I had 

* See below, page 35. — Eds. 
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met with a convenient Messenger, and will instantly, if it shall be 
thought requisite. But I conceive them not of any necessity or use, 
but that they would draw money from me to the officers, and bring 
them in fees. I was not willing to make any longer delay before I 
resignd, seeing it pleasd God I found my health betterd here and 
myself encouragd by some acceptance of my service : though I per- 
ceived the Bishops unwillingness to my settling here expressed divers 
'ways, So that I can promise myself no great encouragement or quiet 
from thence* 

But I have cast myself upon the providence of the Lord, and rec- 
ommend the care of my Living to the wisdom and piety of my worthy 
Patrons : reqesting only that you would be pleased to propound it to 
my Successor and be a means that he may deal indifferently with me, 
and in case there should fall any difference, as I hope none will, arbi- 
trate the matter between us according to equity. I have parted with 
greater means for lesser by half the value, with certaine for uncertaine, 
as for other reasons so in truth the more willingly to accommodate the 
college, with a possibility of preferring one of their company. 

I have not dealt so warily as the World useth in such cases because 
I know with whom I have to deal and presume I shall be met with a 
mutual ingenuity. I recommend it wholly to your consideration hav- 
ing had much experience both of the College in general whose loving 
respect to me hath always exceeded the merit of so unworthy a Mem- 
ber, and of yourself in particular, whose continued love to myself and 
my Son, though I can do no more, yet I can do no less, than most 
thankfully acknowledge : not ceasing to sollicit the Lord daily for a 
rich blessing upon that place, and your government there, and all your 
endeavours for the advancing of his own glory, and the good of his 
church. 

To his gracious protection I commit you and rest always 
yours in the Lord to be commanded. 

Jo: Stoughton. 

Aldermanburt, London, Feb : 4, 1632. 

To the Right Worshipful Dr. Sandcroft M r . 
of Emanuel College in Cambridge, These 

Names copied from Dr. Bennett's copy of the Emmanuel Register. 

1597, Oct. 12. Thomas Evered. Pensioner. 

Again, April 12, [1598?] Thomas Everard. S[izar]. A.M. 1604. 

1603, April 23. Daniel Maud. [Sizar at Emmanuel.] 



* Dr. Bennett adds in his copy of the letter above : — 

"In fact, Stoughton, who was an active Puritan, had accepted a lectureship in 
London to serve his party, and could not therefore expect much countenance 
from above. The turn of his letter shows the sentiments of the M r . at least, 
and indeed the college in general, to agree with him, or that he thought they 
did." — E. E. H. 
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1618. Freegift Tilden. Pensioner. 

1619. May 22. Thos. Elyot. Sizar. [Took no degree.] 

Jonathan Hutchinson. Spzar]. A.B. 1625. 
John Hutchinson. Pensioner. A.B. 1620. 

1620. Sam. Johnson. S[izar]. A.B. 1623. A.M. 1628. 

D.D. 1641. Per lit. regias. 
William Bridge. Sizar. AM. 1 626. Camb. Soc. 
1622-23, Mar. 12. Thos. Dudley. Pensioner. A.B. 1626. A.M. 1630. 
Sam. Briarly. Spzar]. 
Perkins. [S]. 

1624. W? Perkins. Pensioner. A.B. 1624. 
Nahum Weld. Spzar]. A.M. 1631. 

Sam. Dillingham. Pensioner. A.B. 1629. A.M. 1631. 

1625. Saml. Elyat. Pensioner]. A.M. 1633. 

Hen. Dillingham. Pensioner. A.B. 1629. A.M. 1633. 

1626. April 8. Samuel Bridge. Pensioner]. AM. 1633. 

Forth Wintropp. Pensioner], 
Gil : Pickering. Fellow Commoner. 

1626. Ambrose Salisbury. Pensioner]. A.M. 1634. 
William Perkins. Camb. Fellow. A.M. 1626. 

1627, April 18. Ric. Saltinstall, F. C. York. 

1627, Nov. 19. Jno. Harvard. Pensioner. Middlesex. AM. 1635. 

[Repeated as above next year. Observe Middlesex.] 

William Hutchinson P[ensioner]. A.M. 1635. 

1628, April 17. John Everard. Pensioner. A.B. Midsummer, 1631. 

A.M. 1635. 
John Harvard. Pensioner. A.M. 1635. 

1629, Sept. 13. Theophilus Hutchinson. Pensioner. A.M. 1637. 
Jan. 18. John Hale. Pensioner. Middlesex. 

1632-33, Jan. 12. Ezekiel Cheever. Sizar. Middlesex. 

1632. Jeremiah Horrocks. Spzar]. Was a very curious 

astronomer. 
1632, June 3. John Batchelor. Sizar. Oxford. A.M. 1634. 

Richard Goodwin. Sizar. [Sussex.] A.M. 1639. 
1636, April 22. W. Dillingham. Sizar. Northampton. Soc. Mag. 

Coll. A.B. 1639. A.M. 1643. B.D. 1650. D.D. 

1655. Resigned 1662. 
1636, June 20. Howard Beecher. Pensioner]. Bedf: A.M. 1643. 
July 2. Henry Dunster. Spzar]. Lancashire] . A.M. 1644. 
1649, Jan. 8. Richard Kidder. Sizar. Sussex. Soc. A.B. 1652. 

A.M. 1656. D.D. 1689. Bishop of Bath. 
William Dudley. Fellow Commoner. Northampton. 

A.M. 1682. Per lit. regias, 1681. This was perhaps 

when Charles the Second visited the University in 

1681. 



Mr. Hale read the following passage from a recent letter 
from a Fellow of Emmanuel : — 
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" Here in Emmanuel we feel that our chief boast will be to have 
sent out Mr. Harvard to the New "World, as there is no knowing what 
his foundation may not reach to, with the boundless resources of your 
wonderful country. In 1884 we celebrate the tercentenary of our 
foundation, and I hope we shall make it the occasion of a representa- 
tive gathering from both sides of the Atlantic, and that you will 
seize the opportunity of being present. No arrangements have yet 
been made, but the date should be fixed so as to fit in with your 
vacations. I suppose some time in August would be best. When you 
come again you ought to look over the books of Sidney Sussex, as they 
are an unworked mine for the Puritan genealogist." 

It may be of use to students attempting to unravel the 
mysteries of John Harvard's birth, to observe that John Ha- 
vard was one of the three "principal factors" chosen by theEast 
India Company at its first meeting in London, Nov. 18, 1600. 
John Havard made one of the first voyages of that Company, 
and, on the 20th of February, 1601, received £200 from the 
Company. See Prince's Annals of E. India Company, i. 131, 
and Calendar of State Paper Office, East Indies, at the dates. 

Mr. T. C. Amoey called the attention of the Society to 
the possibility of the Cradock house, at Medford, being demol- 
ished, unless steps were taken to preserve it. The property, 
consisting of five acres, was for sale. It was subject to a 
mortgage of twenty-two hundred dollars, of which payment 
was pressed. The price asked was five thousand dollars, 
and thirty-five hundred has been offered. A committee has 
been raised in Medford to collect subscriptions for its pur- 
chase, to preserve it; and Captain Foster, one of the Select- 
men, and the Representative elect of the town to the General 
Court, a member of the committee, has already procured 
more than fifteen hundred dollars, and has reason to believe 
that at least the sum of two thousand dollars can be obtained 
from Medford for the object. Subscriptions to the amount of 
about four hundred dollars have been obtained in Boston 
and other places. Application has been made to the owner, 
who resides in the West, for a bond of the property ; and 
Captain Foster feels confident that it will soon be received. 

It is proposed that when sufficient subscriptions are pro- 
cured to effect the object, the subscribers shall be called 
together to determine what course shall be taken. It has 
been suggested that, in the first instance, the property shall 
be conveyed to trustees, who later, if so directed by the sub- 
scribers, can convey it to the town of Medford, or to some 
historical society, the building perhaps extended as it was 
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originally, to be • used as a cabinet for bistorical relies. It is 
thought the town of Medford may be willing to vote some 
sufficient sum to complete the purchase if the area not covered 
by the house be dedicated as a park. The janitor of the 
neighboring schoolhouse might be required to occupy a room 
or two as custodian of the building ; or it might be let, as the 
Warren Birthplace, in the Highlands, now is, the rent to 
accumulate till the fund is large enough to meet the charges 
and expense of repairs and alterations. It would be worth 
while to change it back as nearly as possible to what it was 
when originally constructed, with due regard to its future use.- 
The following description, drawn up by Mr. Amory soon 
after his first visit to the house, may serve to show how large 
a claim it has to be preserved : — 

Whether the Minot house, at Dorchester, the stone house of the 
Whitefields, at Guilford, Connecticut, the brick house of the Weeks 
family, at Greenland, New Hampshire, or the Cradock, also of brick, 
built about 1634, is best entitled to the distinction of being the most 
ancient of our existing habitations, is often disputed and not easy to 
decide. 

The house of Governor Cradock, at Medford, has, we think, the 
best claim. It has been but little altered, and is believed to remain 
to-day nearly in the same condition as when first erected. What 
alterations have been made are easily detected, and its present state 
fully justifies what is claimed for it by antiquaries, that if not the 
oldest building in the country, it is certainly the oldest that retains its 
original shape and arrangements. Its stone foundations, laid with 
masterly precision, brick walls eighteen inches in thickness, solid and 
substantial, its beams of oak, rafters and boards of the same material, — 
are all calculated to render it almost indestructible. Its site is remote 
from busy centres of trade ; and improvement, more fatal to ancient 
edifices than time, has not come near to disturb it. It has always 
been, and is likely to continue, sufficiently commodious to secure occu- 
pants enlightened enough to treat it with tenderness, yet not to tempt 
wealth to modernize and spoil. 

It would be, to say the least, superfluous in this company of his- 
torical students, conversant with every incident in our early annals, to 
dwell on the circumstances under which it was erected. Whether 
Matthew Cradock, the first Governor of the Massachusetts Company, 
originated the idea of transferring the charter from London to the 
Bay in October, 1629, or only acquiesced in the suggestion of his 
associates, he cheerfully surrendered the chair to Winthrop, selected 
to superintend the plantation. He continued one of the most zealous 
in promoting its success, was one of the largest contributors to its 
stock, and although his extensive business as a merchant, and his duty 
later as a member from London in the Long Parliament, prevented his 
coming over himself, there is evident proof that he at times entertained 

4 
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such an intention. In the distribution of lands, thirty-five hundred 
acres, which he described in his will as his manor at Medford, were 
allotted to him, and he sent over servants and artisans to improve the 
grant. Among the rest were many shipwrights, the Mystic, which 
flows through the tract, offering then, as since,. many advantages for 
the building of ships, a powerful inducement with a merchant. 

Portions of his grant were enclosed and stocked with cattle, which 
it was his design eventually to park with deer. His first agent, Rat- 
cliffe, provoking the censure of the magistrates for his unseemly 
behavior, or, as has been often conjectured, from his attachment to the 
Church, was banished in 1635, and went to Piscataqua. But of the 
' property which was near by the Ten Hills, the twelve-hundred-acre 
lot of Winthrop's, the best of care was taken. This venerable man- 
sion stands on a knoll of slight elevation, about a mile east of the house 
of the Ten Hills, so called from that number of elevations in view 
from it. 

The prospect from the roof of the Cradock house, if not so ex- 
tensive, is still rural and attractive. Close by in front is the river, 
down whose stream have glided, in virgin pride and beauty, many a 
noble bark since the " Blessing of the Bay " first floated on its waters. 
Around are fields and meadows, and in the rear the land rises into 
hills which at no great distance form the horizon. In the midst of a 
country beautifully diversified, studded with noble lakes and clothed 
with primeval forests, near by the centre of busy life in Boston, the 
place was happily selected for erecting such an abode as then consti- 
tuted the charm of the mother country, and where Cradock himself 
might well have taken refuge, if while he lived the course of affairs 
had proved as disastrous as sometimes menaced. 

The house, as it remains, is not large, measuring only forty -four feet 
in front by thirty-two in depth, but it was no doubt surrounded by a 
group of attached or outbuildings, for farm or domestic purposes. 
The brick composing its walls were manufactured on the ground, and 
well made, the vicinity abounding in suitable clay for the purpose, and 
now one of the busiest and most productive centres of that branch of 
industry. A band of masonry projects for ornament between the first 
and secoud stories. On either side of the main door in front, towards 
the south, are now two windows in each floor, besides circular port- 
holes at either end, — those at the easterly end being closed up. The 
windows on the lower floor in front would seem originally to have 
been but one on each side of the door, a broad arch turned in the 
brickwork indicating the lattice windows, of greater width than 
height, customary in English houses of the period, and much more 
picturesque, but less warm, than what are generally in use at present. 
The roof is of double pitch, very steep to shed the snow, till it reaches 
the bend ; the top, six feet on either side of the ridge-pole, being nearly 
flat. The east wall has been wholly or in part rebuilt, and suggests 
the probability of a wing on that side since demolished. 

Above and below are four apartments, though the partition sepa- 
rating the two on the ground floor to the east is modern. An 
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elegant staircase with rails and posts richly carved ascended to the 
garret floor, and was only recently removed when the house was fitted 
for two families. The interior walls, lined originally with wainscot 
or hung with arras, are now plastered. The fireplaces, two in the 
west end, and one in the east outer wall, are large ; that with its heavy 
crane in the back room on the west side being very deep, as if for 
boiling cattle feed. The port-holes mentioned in the front wall open 
into closets, which are advanced out to the line of the chimney breasts. 
The garret is one large apartment nearly sixteen feet high, the timber 
and roof boards of oak, evidently part of the original structure. 
Later another roof was added without removing that beneath. Cup- 
boards are found in the brickwork for the safe deposit of valuable 
articles. As Daniel, the son of Richard Russell, the progenitor of a 
numerous race, long dwelt there, his silver plate, still in the family, 
may have been there concealed. 

If time permitted I would gladly describe the old stone house at 
Guilford, Connecticut; that of brick, at Greenland, which has always 
been occupied by the family of its builder ; the Curtis, in Boston, of 
which the same can be said ; and that at Woburn, where is to be 
seen in place the original leaden sash with lozenge panes ; but I 
must not linger. 

It would be a serious loss to the public, present and future, to lose 
this precious relic of the past. Some family of wealth should pur- 
chase it and keep it from decay. 

If none there be disposed, our antiquaries should contribute each 
his mite to preserve to times remote this interesting monument of our 
earliest settlement. The citizens of Medford and its government 
should do their part. 

Stanley Palace, one of the most ancient structures of English 
Chester, is kept in its primitive state by a society of antiquaries. On 
the Continent, Rheinstein and many other old places are put to the 
use that has been proposed for this, as cabinets of ancient furniture 
and fashions, or other mementos of the dead. 

It may seem presumption in this new country to attach importance 
to what is old, or compare our modest and comparatively modern 
structures with those of England, where under the Plantagenets were 
already twelve hundred castles, and whose vast cathedrals have for 
centuries been the admiration of the world. If castles or palaces had 
rarely been the early homes of the planters, many had been born and 
bred in the granges and manor houses which, under Queen Elizabeth, 
commodious and sightly, studded the land. Climate, differences of 
social life, modified the form and arrangements of our domestic archi- 
tecture, but the type followed by all who had means to select was, in 
some measure at least, that of the land they had left. 

Mr. Charles C. Smith presented the original notes or 
brief used by Mr. Webster in the delivery of his speech at 
Marshfield, in September, 1848. It will be remembered, Mr. 
Smith said, that when General Taylor was nominated for the 
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Presidency by the Whig National Convention, Mr. Webster 
was very much disappointed and dissatisfied, and for a time 
the public felt great uncertainty as to what course he would 
adopt. At length he was induced to make this speech about 
two months before the election. It is the speech in which he 
said that the nomination of General Taylor was " a nomina- 
tion not fit to be made," and it fills about twenty-five pages 
iu Mr. Everett's edition of his Works. Mr. Webster spoke 
in the open air, under an awning placed near the old Winslow 
house ; and at the close of his speech he gave these notes to 
one of the reporters, who afterward gave them to Mr. Smith 
in return for some slight service to the reporter. The printed 
speech follows the notes very closely. Mr. Smith also pre- 
sented a copy of the phonographic report by Mr. Henry M. 
Parkhurst, which appeared in the " Atlas " a few days after 
the delivery of the speech, and which had always seemed to 
him in some particulars more exact than the report printed 
in Mr. Webster's Works : — 

Three things. Three candidates. 

In effect but two. 
Gen. Taylor not satisfactory to Mass. 
A military man. 

His personal character and his politics. 
Manner of his nomination. 
Nominated as a Whig. Attacked in H. R. 
Philadelphia. N. Y. 
" Availability." 
" Complete letter writer." 

I think, on the whole, he is much safer than Gen. C. on the three 
points. 

Gen. Cass, danger. [ One word illegible.'] 
No peace with England. 
Will follow Mr. Polk, &c. 

Agst Wilmot. Will establish slavery in the Territories. [ One word 
illegible.] 

Mr. Van Buren. 

Would be ludicrous for me to support him. 

He has really been at the head of the slave party at the North. 

His friends admitted Texas. Ohio. Pa. N. Y. Southern senators. 

Dis. of Columbia. 

The steady resisters of slavery are the Whigs alone. 

Mr. V. Buren's friends gave him up for Polk. 

Probably he remembers its " Doughfaces." 
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The Platform. 

No new Platform wanted. 

The Whig Platform broad enough. 

What do seceding Whigs expect to accomplish? 
In the Nation, President, Members of Congress. 
In the State. Gov. Legislature. 
Do we want any better ? 

Are there in this Commonwealth any better free soil men than the 
Whigs ? 

Who can place me on freer soil ? 

It comes then to this. Shall it be Taylor or Cass ? 
Qu. : History of concessions. 

The late Act of Congress. 
Till now, no North. 
Pope. 

1. Missouri Compromise. 

2. Texas. Mr. Berrien's Resolution. 

3. Treaty. Phila. Convention. 
[ One word illegible.] 
Remark in Platform. 

Rear- Admiral George H. Preble exhibited photographs 
of Sir Provo Wallis, the last surviving officer of the " Shan- 
non," and of Benjamin Trefethen, the last survivor of the 
crew of the " Chesapeake." He read a letter from Sir Provo, 
from which the following extracts are taken : — 

PUNTINGTON HOUSE, NEAR ChICHBSTEB, 

Oct. 11, 1882. 

. . . Daily on our way to Halifax * I used to sit a little while with 
poor Ludlow, who upon one of my visits to him made the following 
remark: "Only think of the difference between us: you are now in a 
proud position ; I am but a poor prisoner ; nevertheless never was there 
a fairer fight, and I should like you to know my opinion." He had 
indeed a noble spirit, and we all mourned his death, which was quite 
unexpected, as we all thought he was doing so well. 

I will now pass to a pleasanter theme. It is one which I can never 
forget : viz., in the course of my naval career, in the year 1826, when in 
command of H. M. S. "Niemen," I spent a week or ten days at Boston, 
where I received every mark of kindness from the " General in Com- 
mand," Commodore Crane, and the inhabitants in general; being 

* Sir Provo Wallis, as senior officer not incapacitated during. the action, 
carried the " Shannon " and her prize to Halifax after the battle. — Eds. 
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invited to attend with my officers the review of the " Soul of Soldiery," 
and the march through the city, and afterward to the dinner, where I 
had the pleasure of hearing the president, General Lyman, give the 
health of my sovereign, and the band play " God save our king," fin- 
ished by the American national air. . . . 

Mr. Deane communicated, as a gift to the Society from 
Miss E. S. Quincy, a printed broadside entitled, — 

A Mournful Lamentation for the sad and deplorable death of Mr. Old 
Tenor, a native of Mew England, who, after a long confinement, by 
a deep and mortal wound which he received above twelve months 
before, expired on the 31*< day of March, 1750. 

Mr. Deane continued : This memorial of Provincial times 
— a jeu d' 'esprit by a wit of that day — was occasioned by a 
law of the Province calling in all the paper issues by a cer- 
tain fixed day, after which time it would cease as a currency. 
Mr. Deane recalled to the members the fact of Thomas Hutch- 
inson's opposition to the paper-money policy of the Province. 
Hutchinson thoroughly understood the currency question, and 
through his influence, when Speaker of the House, the money 
due from Great Britain to the Colony on account of the 
Cape Breton expenses was applied to the redemption of the 
bills on account of whose legal death the monody which I 
will now read was written : — 



HE LIVED BELOVED AND DIED LAMENTED. 
To (he mournful tune of Chevy-Chace. 

A doleful tale prepare to hear, 

As ever yet was told ; 
The like perhaps ne'er reached the ear 

Of either young or old. 
'T is of the sad and woful death 

Of one of mighty fame, 
Who lately hath resigned his breath : 

Old Tenor was his name. 

In vain ten thousands intercede 

To keep him from the grave ; 
In vain his many good works plead ; 

Alas ! they cannot save. 
The powers decree, and die he must, — 

It is the common lot, — 
But his good deeds, when he 's in dust. 

Shall never be forgot. 
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He made our wives and daughters fine, 

And pleased every body; 
He gave the rich their costly wine, 

The poor their flip and toddy. 
The laborer he set to work ; 

In ease maintained the great ; 
He found us mutton, beef, and pork, 

And every thing we eat. 

To fruitful fields, by swift degrees, 

He turned our desart land : 
Where once nought stood but rocks and trees, 

Now spacious cities stand. 
He built us houses strong and high, 

Of wood, and brick, and stone; 
The furniture he did supply; 

But now, alas! he 's gone. 

The merchants, too, those topping folks, 

To him owe all their riches ; 
Their ruffles, lace, and scarlet cloaks, 

And eke their velvet breeches. 
He launched their ships into the main, 

To visit distant shores ; 
And brought them back, full fraught with gain, 

Which much increased their stores. 

Led on by him our soldiers bold 

Against the foe advance ; 
And took, in spite of wet and cold, 

Strong Cape Breton from France. 
Who from that Fort the French did drive, 

Shall he so soon be slain? 
While they, alas ! remain alive, 

Who gave it back again. 

From house to house and place to place, 

In paper doublet clad, 
He passed ; and where he shewed his face 

He made the heart full glad. 
But cruel death, that spareth none, 

Hath robbed us of him too ; 
Who thro' the land so long hath gone, 

No longer now must go. 

In Senate he, like Casar, fell, 

Pierced thro' with many a wound, 
He sank, ah, doleful tale to tell ! 

The members sitting round. 
And ever since that fatal day, 

Oh ! had it never been, 
Closely confined at home he lay, 

And scarce was ever seen. 
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Until the last of March, when he 

Submitted unto fate: 
In anno Regis twenty-three, 

Aetatis forty-eight.* 
Forever gloomy be that day, 

When he gave up the ghost ; 
For by his death, oh! who can say 

What hath New England lost? 

Then, good Old Tenor, fare thee well, 

Since thou art dead and gone; 
We mourn thy fate, e'en while we tell 

The good things thou hast done. 
Since the bright Deams of yonder sun 

Did on New England shine, 
In all the land, there ne'er was known 

A death so mourned as thine. 

Of every rank are many seen, 

Thy downfall to deplore; 
For 't is well known that thou hast been 

A friend to rich and poor. 
We '11 o'er thee raise a Silver tomb, 

Long may that tomb remain, 
To bless our eyes for years to come, 

But wishes, ah ! are vain. 

And so God bless our noble State, 

And save us all from harm, 
And grant us food enough to eat, 

And clothes to keep us warm. 
Send us a lasting peace, and keep 

The times from glowing worse, 
And let us all in safety sleep, 

With Silver in our purse. 

FINIS. 

Sold at the Heart and Crown in Cornhill, Boston ; Price, Three half 
pence. 

Judge Chamberlain said : In reading Governor Hutchin- 
son's writings, both public and private, I have noticed the 
fact to which Mr. Deane had alluded, — that his financial views 
were sound ; but he was not the first of those in authority in 
the Province who announced and most strenuously contended 
for principles of finance which are to-day so generally ac- 
cepted. Joseph Dudley and Samuel Shute, both governors, 
and John Read, an eminent attorney in the early part of the 
last century, and in fact, the major part of the Council, seemed 
to understand the effect of the issue of paper, or fiat, money 

* Mr. Old Tenor was born in the year 1702. — Author's note. 



1882.] PAPER MONEY IN THE PROVINCE. 33 

quite as well as we understand it. From 1710, if not earlier, 
to 1750, the Province was troubled with the same questions 
which afflicted the whole country during the period which 
preceded our resumption of specie payments. In the early 
aay, as in the later, there were two parties : one believing in 
hard money, or in paper based on convertible property ; and 
the other, that the credit of the Province was a sufficient basis 
on which to issue as much paper money as was needed, and as 
often. The first party was to be found chiefly in the larger 
towns, embracing some of the principal men, and, as I have 
said, the majority of the Council ; and the second party then, 
as lately, was largely made up of agriculturists, with a fair 
sprinkling, as now, of popular demagogues who knew better. 

The generation of which we are a part decided the ques- 
tion, as we think, rightly; and if so, then our ancestors 
decided it wrongly, and their unhappy decision entailed 
unnumbered woes on the Province for fifty years. 

The difficulty originated as early as 1690, when, to meet 
in part the expenses of the expedition against Canada, the 
Colony issued bills to the amount of £7,000. 

Every few years thereafter new issues were made, and the 
income from imports and excise was relied upon to take up 
these bills as they fell due ; but these proving inadequate, the 
Province, instead of resorting to levies on the persons and 
estates within its jurisdiction, emitted a series of new bills, 
each of less value than its predecessor, though the General 
Court endeavored to sustain their credit by making them legal 
tender for public and private dues. 

The controversy became greatly imbittered about 1715. 
In 1711 bills to the amount of £10,000 were issued to pay 
the forces under General Hill and Admiral Walker in their 
unsuccessful attack upon the French. To meet these and 
other outstanding bills, the Assembly, a few years later, issued 
Province bills to the amount of £22,000, and granted that sum 
to be levied by taxation for their redemption. These bills 
went abroad, and were freely taken on the faith of the acts 
creating a fund for their redemption. But when the time 
approached for making the levy the Assembly voted to post- 
pone it ; or at least, refused to act efficiently. 

At the session which met 25 May, 1715, Dudley urged 
the Assembly to keep public faith, and lay the necessary 
taxes ; but they did nothing of the sort. Dudley got out of 
patience at their inaction, and, calling the House into the 
Council Chamber, told them that as " they had done little 
or nothing for the good of the Province, and as the Houses 

6 
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were distempered, he should raise them by a short proroga- 
tion, hoping they would come together in better temper." 

They reassembled July 20, and then began a contest in 
which the popular party prevailed, notwithstanding the efforts 
of Dudley and the major part of the Council to induce them 
to keep the plighted faith of the Assemblies which had issued 
the bills and agreed to pass the acts necessary to provide for 
their redemption. 

It became a chronic contest, running through many years 
and successive administrations, as appears from the Journal, 
which, in this respect, is not pleasant, though instructive, 
reading. 

As I have before said, it was substantially a contest be- 
tween town and country. With the former were arrayed the 
Governor, the Council, and men of capital ; and with the 
latter, the country gentlemen and the impecunious, who, being 
more numerous, succeeded in thwarting the efforts of their 
opponents to lay the necessary taxes. 

There is an interesting circumstance connected with this 
controversy. When Dudley told the House that they had n't 
done any thing, and thereupon prorogued them for a month, 
they returned to their own chamber indignant, but powerless 
from the prorogation. 

However, they remained in session and considered his 
Excellency's speech, and especially that part of it in which he 
said " they had n't done any thing." As an answer to this 
taunt they " did thereupon unanimously agree and conclude 
to Print their Journal of the present Sessions, and Desired the 
Representatives of Boston to take care that the same might 
be Seasonably done ; and the Clerk to prepare a copy accord- 
ingly." 

This is the origin of the printing of the Journal of the 
House, which was afterwards continued, and for some time 
under the care of the Boston members. 

The original Journals appear to have been used for printer's 
copy, and no longer exist in manuscript before 1780, with the 
exception of the October session, 1776. Nor, I regret to add, 
is there a perfect set of these printed Journals in any one 
collection, perhaps not in all the collections in the State. 

Of their value for historical purposes I have formed a very 
high opinion. In many respects they are of more value than 
the Journals of the General Court, which show results ; while 
the Journals of the House disclose the temper of the popular 
branch, and give the history of many abortive projects which 
never reached the Journals of the General Court. They 
are well worth reprinting. . 
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MEMOIE 

OF THE 

HON. SETH AMES. 

BY E. E. HOAE. 



Seth Ames, the sixth of the seven children of the eminent 
lawyer, orator, and statesman, Fisher Ames, was born at 
Dedham, April 19, 1805, and died at Brookline, Aug. 15, 
1881. He was descended in the sixth generation from Rich- 
ard Ames, of Bruton, Somersetshire, England, two of whose 
sons came to New England as early as 1640. His mother 
was Frances, daughter of Colonel John Worthington, of 
Springfield. His earliest recollection was of the funeral of 
his father, who died July 4, 1808. 

From school at Dedham he went to Phillips Academy in 
Andover, from which he entered Harvard College in 1821. 
In the winter of his Junior year he taught a school in Wes- 
ton, and in the next winter one at Groton. His college chum 
was Augustus H. Fiske, and they afterward married sisters, 
the daughters of Captain Gamaliel Bradford, and descendants 
from Governor Bradford. While in college, he held a re- 
spectable rank in his class, and gained a first Bowdoin Prize 
for an English Dissertation. Graduating in 1825, he studied 
his profession in the Law School at Cambridge, and then for 
a year in the office of George Bliss, of Springfield. In Jan- 
uary, 1828, he entered the office of Lemuel Shaw, of Boston, 
where he remained until he was admitted to the bar at Ded- 
ham in September of the same year, and then opened an office 
in Lowell. In 1830 he married Miss Margaret Bradford, 
who was the mother of his six children, two of whom died 
in infancy. She died in 1847. 

He soon acquired a respectable and leading position at 
the bar; was for some time the partner of the Hon. Thomas 
Hopkinson ; and possessed the confidence and respect of the 
whole community in which he was established. He was a 
Representative from Lowell to the General Court in 1832 ; an 
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Alderman of that city in 1836, 1837, and 1840 ; a Senator 
from Middlesex County in 1841 ; and the City Solicitor of 
Lowell from 1842 to 1849. In 1848 he travelled in Europe 
for about five months. 

In 1849 he was appointed Clerk of the Courts for Middle- 
sex County; married, as his second wife, Abigail Fisher Dana, 
daughter of the Rev. Samuel Dana, of Marblehead ; and 
changed his residence from Lowell to Cambridge. He held 
the office of Clerk for ten years, and discharged its duties 
with an accuracy, courtesy, and fidelity, which made him a 
universal favorite Avith the bench and the bar. During the 
same period he was frequently selected as an auditor and 
referee, and in these capacities exhibited judicial qualities 
which made his promotion to the bench desired and ap- 
proved. 

He was made an Associate Justice of the Superior Court 
in 1859, Chief Justice of the same court in 1867, and was 
commissioned as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Judicial 
Court on the 19th of January, 1869, which place he held until 
broken health and the advancing infirmities of age induced 
his resignation on the fifteenth day of January, 1881. 

In 1854 he published the " Works of Fisher Ames, with 
a Selection from his Speeches and Correspondence," in two 
octavo volumes. 

He was elected a member of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, Dec. 8, 1864, and continued a member to his death. 

After his elevation to the bench he removed his residence 
from Cambridge to Brookline. 

This brief outline contains the principal incidents of an 
honorable, useful, and happy life. Firm, upright, and con- 
scientious in the discharge of duty, he was trusted by his 
fellow-men, and no trust reposed in him was ever betrayed. 
He was wholly without pretence or affectation, simple, direct, 
and sincere. He had a refined taste and a singularly pure 
and lucid use of the English language. He seemed to be 
without ambition, valuing excellence and desert for their own 
sake ; but with a modesty ever disposed to underrate his own 
claims to consideration. He had quick perceptions, and a 
playful humor ; a cheerful, sunny temper, and a friendliness 
which attracted friendship. And so he filled out his long 
life with service and kindliness, and passed away beloved by 
his family and kindred, by neighbors and friends, and by the 
Commonwealth to whose service he gave his best powers, 
leaving behind him an unspotted memory of " sweetness and 
light." 



